January 10, 2019

RECOGNIZING BILL SAMPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday our Nation recognized Na-
tional Law Enforcement Appreciation
Day, and I am proud to stand here
today with my colleagues to express
our gratitude to the brave women and
men who sacrifice for our safety each
and every day.

I would like to recognize the memory
and legacy of one law enforcement offi-
cer who left an indelible mark on fami-
lies in Bucks County and beyond. Bill
Sample, a Chalfont resident who passed
away in 2014, was a Philadelphia police
officer who founded the Sunshine
Foundation in 1976.

Based in Southampton, the Sunshine
Foundation, which seeks to help chron-
ically ill, physically challenged, and
abused children from underserved fami-
lies, was inspired by Bill working pro-
tective duty at St. Christopher’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital. To date, the Sunshine
Foundation has answered over 40,000
dreams of deserving children.

Mr. Speaker, I speak on behalf of our
entire community when I say that I am
thankful and we are all thankful for
our law enforcement community and
for officers like Bill Sample. We want
to thank him and all law enforcement
officers for their service and applaud
the work of the Sunshine Foundation.

RECOGNIZING CALEB BYELICH

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize an outstanding
young citizen in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, who at only 8 years old is al-
ready making a substantial impact in
the lives of the underserved in our
community.

Caleb Byelich, a student at Neidig El1-
ementary School in Quakertown, held
a hot cocoa stand last month with the
goal of raising $100 for the Upper Bucks
Code Blue Shelter, a program that ad-
vocates for the homeless in upper
Bucks County.

To say that Caleb’s stand was a suc-
cess, Mr. Speaker, would be an under-
statement. Through selling hot cocoa
and with the help of additional dona-
tions that came in days later, Caleb
was able to raise $1,715 for the Upper
Bucks Code Blue Shelter.

We applaud Caleb for his remarkable
work, and I look forward to seeing his
accomplishments in the years to come.
We would also like to thank his par-
ents, Loren and Alicia, for instilling in
him the values of service and compas-
sion.

We would also like to extend our
gratitude to Pastor David Heckler of
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church for his coordination of the
Upper Bucks Code Blue Shelter.

RECOGNIZING VINCENT KABASO

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize an individual in
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania,
who recently accomplished a major
feat in his industry.
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Vincent Kabaso of Ambler has be-
come the first Professional Golf Asso-
ciation member from his home nation
of Zambia, a country of 17 million peo-
ple. Vinny currently works as a golf
professional at Talamore Country Club
in Ambler.

Vinny’s love of golf came at a very
young age. After graduating from high
school in 2004, he studied in England
and Scotland before becoming a coach
on the Zambia national golf team. He
later came to the United States where
he served as a golf professional in Con-
necticut before moving to Pennsyl-
vania.

In addition to his golf talent, Vinny
has also founded a nonprofit organiza-
tion and he is also an author. He estab-
lished the Raised by the World Founda-
tion, which assists students at the Uni-
versity of Zambia and provides used
equipment for young golfers.

Mr. Speaker, we applaud this major
professional achievement of Vincent
Kabaso, and wish his wife, Hannah, and
daughter, JoAnna, all the best. Our
community appreciates their service
and their accomplishments.

———————

END THE SHUTDOWN AND REOPEN
GOVERNMENT NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to say this is the first time that I
have addressed my constituents and
my colleagues from the floor of this
House.

Under normal circumstances, I would
be talking about creating new jobs and
new opportunities for my constituents
in New Hampshire. I would be talking
about plans to rebuild our roads and
bridges, to step up our response to the
opioid crisis. I would be sharing and
discussing ideas and proposals that can
improve people’s lives and move Amer-
ica forward. But today’s circumstances
in this brand-new Congress are any-
thing but normal.

Instead of talking about how we can
reform government, I am here to plead
with my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to simply reopen government.

Mr. Speaker, today marks day 20 of
the shutdown. After nearly 3 weeks
without a paycheck, Federal employees
across the country are grappling with
how they will pay their rent, their
mortgage, and their utility bills. They
are anxious about putting food on the
table and providing for their kids.

With no end in sight, thousands of
workers in my State of New Hampshire
are facing tough questions. What if the
shutdown lasts months or even years,
as this President has threatened? What
will that mean for their savings, for
their jobs, and for their families? Will
they be forced to leave Federal service
simply to stay afloat?

The treatment of our dedicated Fed-
eral workers is completely unaccept-
able. As someone who operated a fam-
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ily business with 230 workers, I can tell
you that shutting your doors and cut-
ting off pay for your employees is no
way to run a business. It is certainly
no way to run the greatest country on
Earth.

Mr. Speaker, this is the people’s
House, so today I am lifting up the sto-
ries of everyday Granite Staters, who
are suffering because of this senseless
shutdown.

I am here on behalf of a furloughed
IRS worker from Sandown. Her bank is
denying her the interest-free loan they
promised Federal workers, because the
furlough letter the IRS gave her was
too vague. And, of course, there is no
one around at the IRS to write her a
new one.

I am here on behalf of an air traffic
controller from Derry who just trans-
ferred airports and has been told she
may not get back pay because she was
furloughed prior to starting her new
assignment.

I am here on behalf of an FAA work-
er from Hampton who is being forced to
take unpaid leave to look after his wife
who is going through a health emer-
gency. He is worrying about how he can
possibly care for his spouse without
knowing when his next paycheck is
going to arrive.

These workers from my district de-
serve better from our Nation’s leaders,
and so do each and every one of the
American people.

This fall, voters sent an unmistak-
able message: the way Washington
works simply isn’t working for them.
They want less drama and dysfunction,
more compromise and more common
sense. They want leaders who will put
the national interest before their own
partisan political interest.

Instead of business as usual in Wash-
ington, it is time for Washington to
start operating more like a responsible
business that looks out for its workers.
That means ending the shutdown now
and making sure all of our outstanding
Federal employees and contractors are
fully compensated.

We have got to do better. For the
sake of the more than 2,400 Federal
workers in New Hampshire who are
currently furloughed or working with-
out pay and the more than 800,000
across this country, let’s close this
dark chapter by immediately reopen-
ing the doors of our government.

———

DESERT HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
EXPANSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RU1z) for 56 minutes.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate a very special and personally
meaningful victory for residents in the
Coachella Valley in my district.

I rise to celebrate the passage of
Measure BB and the expansion of the
Desert Healthcare District.

You see, when I was a young boy
growing up in a farm-worker trailer
park in Coachella, I saw the dignity of
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